From Swami Paramarthananda-notes taken with best intentions-keep in mind my personal knowledge
of sanskrit is rudimentary but the definitions are given from Swami P. Not every word is defined but
most are, and as much of the notes are given as is possible to keep clear meaning of the classes. I do
not try to translate the phrases directly in english, but give as many word for word meanings as he gives
and then give the overall intention.
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om namo bhagavate vaivasvataya
mrtyave brahmavidyacaryaya
naciketase ca

Y PHIShIUTAUg el
EIEIYAIATIH Heudedr

JIoRRETd |

The kathopanishad is in Yama-Naciketas Samvada form. So
the prayer is a special namaskar to them because of them it is
available. This is straight out of the first line of the
commentary, and is a beutifull prayer by shankara. Swamiji
calls it a typical “avatarika Granthah «

Opening Prayer
om namo- Salutations
bhagavate-mritya devata(lord death)or
dharmaraja Yama
vaivasvataya-surya putraha(son of). The son
of surya devatah is yama. Vivasvan means
surya.
mrtyave -guruh acarya. Lord Yama has the
three adjectives of Bhagavate, Vaivasvatah, and
brahmavidyacarya to him.
brahmavidyacaryaya-here yama is the
brahmavidya teacher
Naciketas se ca ---namaha to naceiketas also.

*Lord Yama has the three adjectives of
Bhagavate, Vaivasvatah, and brahmavidyacarya to
him.

Some sub-commentaries by Ananda Giri
Acarya or GopalayatindrAcaryah say that he
was also saluting Naciketas as a teacher since
it is implied that he would have also passed
this from yamAcarya to this world.

Here shankara tells why he is writing the
commentary...

atha-(mangalarte)-auspiciouly with
namamaskar with the grace of the lord )
kathakopanisadvallinari-upon the 6
sections(vallis).




atha kathakopanisadvallinarm
sukharthaprabodhanartham
alpagrantha vrttirarabhyate.
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saderdhator-viSarana-gatya-vasadana
arthasyopanipurvasya
kvippratyayantasya rupamupanisad
iti.

kathaka (of katha muni)-this is the other

name of the upanishad. The name Kathaka
comes from Rishi kAthaka Muni. He was a
Student of vaishampAyana (of KrshnaYajur
Veda) who was a disciple of Vyasa. It is well
known that Vyasa divided one veda into 4 and
gave rishi vaishampAyana the Krshna Yajur
Veda to pass on to the future.

Sukharthaprabodhanartham-so that the
students of the upanishad can grasp the
teaching of the upanisahad

Sukha-easily without much strain
arthaprabodhanartham- grasping of the
teaching.

alpagrantha (small/brief text. No other
commentaries or other puva pakshas are taken
into account herein)

vrttirarabhyate(the commentary(vrtti) is
being started

Meaning of Upanishad

saderdhator-The root very “sad”
visarana-gati-avasadana-arthasya-The
root sad has these 3 meanings

These are the arthasyas(meanings)

Visaranam-destruction
gati-reaching
avasAdanam-weakening,

upani purvasya- upa and ni are the two-fold
prexix. **grammar note** When upani + sad,
sad becomes shad due to sandhi rules.
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upanisacchabdena ca
vyacikhyasitagranthapratipadya-
vedya-vastu-viSaya vidyecyate.

Kvip-pratyaya-antasya - kvip suffix
rupam-the derived form

rupamupanisad iti-

The word Upanishad has 3 components. It is
originally derived from the dhatu “sad”. It is
the central component. It has a pair of prefixes,
upa and ni. And also a suffix, Kvip.

*Grammar note**In sanskrit, we have affixes
and when it comes in beginning we call it a
“upasArgaH” And whatever is added at end is
called a “pratyayaH”

Upa-and ni are the upasArga, Kvip is the
PratyahaH. Sad is the Dhatu(root verb).

**orammar note* when kvip is added, it
functions to make the verb “sad” into an agent
noun. Meaning a noun that is the doer of an
action. Kvip does this and disappears into the
fog of panini grammar :)

upanisacchabdena ca
vydacikhyasita-which upanishad is going to
be commented on by me.
granthapratipadya-Brahman is revealed in
this book.

vedya(which is to be known by all the seekers)
vastu-visayd-(about)-knowledge which is
dealing with the vastu(ultimate reality
Brahman). That brahman that is to be known
by all the jnana seekers.

vidya ucyate-Knowledge is meant by the
word Upanisad.
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kena punararthayogena

upanisacchabdena
vidyocyata ityucyate.

So we have heard that the word
upanishad is derived from these three
components. OK what is the meaning of
the word upanishad? The final meaning
is Knowledge. Upanishad means
Brahma Vidya.

kena-By what assocation

punarartha(derived meaning)

yogena(association)-through a derived
meaning. Through the assoction of the derived
meanings alone the word upanishad must
convey brahma vidya

upanisacchabdena vidyocyata iti-

ucyate- By the word upanishad is meant
brahma vidya.

Between statements, swamiji comments-

So you have said upanishad is a word has 3
components and the word means brahma vidya.
But as of now, you have not revealed how did the
word upanishad convey the meaning of brahma
vidya, what is the connection between these 3
components and brahma vidya. There must be
some meaning for each component. Prefix must
have a meaning etc. What is the etymological
meaning or derived meaning of the word
upanishad.

In Sanskrit you can split the components and
arrive at the meaning. Here in the following part,
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ye mumuksavo
drstanusravikavisayavitrsnah santah
upanisacchabdavacyam
vaksyamanalaksanam vidyam
upasadya upagamya tannisthataya
niScayena Silayanti tesam avidyadeh
samsarabijasya viSaranaddhimsanad
vinasanadityanenarthayogena vidya
upanidadityucyate.

he says how the three parts come together.

Adhikari(qualifications)
ye mumuksavah-desires moksha
drsta vishaya-detached from seen and

anusravika vishaya-detached from
adrshtam. So this indicates Viaragya. How?

Anushraval means veda because it is always
heard by the student from the teacher. It
should never be learned by reading the veda
from books, it should be heard only by
listening to guru. Anything that is revealed
by anushravika such as swarga(heaven) one
should be indifferent too to be qualified for the
brahma vidya. All the sensory pleasures
revealed by veda are unseen so it is adrishta.
Both seen and unseen are covered here in this
sentence. This word refers to the direct
adhikari. These words and mumukshu also
indicate sadhana catushtaa
vitrsniah-detached from desire(trsnah) from
visaya(Sense objects)

This is borrowed from Y.S.P 1.15 Patanjali
defines Vairagya in this manner.
drshtanaushravika

santah -

upanisacchabdavdcyarii — That brahma
vidya which is indicated by the word
upanishad. This is an adjective to vidya
vaksyamanalaksanam -and whose
definition is going to be given in these
sentences. Adjective to vidya.




Meaning of upa

vidyam upasadya-endowed with sadhana
catushtaya they approach the teaching/teacher.
Upagamya - Here he is giving the meaning of
upa. means same as upasadya,
approaching...Upa means upasadya or

upagmya, approaching.

Upa means (approaching, seeking after) a
teaching that is sought after by qualified
mumukshus and those with vairagya. The
word Upa indicates that this is a knowledge
that is approached by qualified students.

Explanation of Ni
tannisthataya — vidya nishtataya
nis'cayena(nishtataya-with commitment, love,
firmly)

Silayanti -(pursue)shravanam etc.

Summary of ni--- Ni refers to a teaching which
is commitedly pursued by the seekers. Upa is
approach, Ni is commitedly pursued. Ni
refers to that which is commitedly pursued by
the qualified mumukshus.

Tesam-for those seekers, those who approach
and commitdly purse,

avidyadeh(ignorance etc)
saritsarabijasya -kama, karma, desire,
punya papa, etc. avidya is the seed of
samsara...So this is what is destroyed.
visarana-addhimsanad vinasanad-
means because this knowledge destroys




it is called a destroyer. All 3 words mean
to destroy.

Sad then means samsara nashika vidya, the
destroyer of samsara and giver of vidya

ityanenarthayogena -1t is by
connection(yoga) of Upa-Ni-and sad
componenent meanings that

vidya upanisadityucyate-brahma jnanam is
called upanishad.

Between sections swamiji setup
So far, Shankara, keeping the anubandha catushtaya in
mind has analyzed the word upanishad.

So here are a couple of definitions to use for analysis.

1-Shabda Avayava-The components of the
word upanishad and how they work together.
2-Shabda Arhta-the meaning of the words.

But how do Avayava and artha connect? It is
like asking asking how “kagaha” means a
word, how does the word kaga convey the
meaning bird. Isay the word has two
components ka and ga. How do these two
convey the meaning, then it has to be
explained. Ka means the sky, ga means the
traveler-or sky traveler---bird...sky is one
meaning, travler is another meaning. This
explanation is what the student is asking
skankara. The final meaning is Brahma vidya,

how do you connect the words to the final
meaning the way this bird example is used.
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purvoktaviseSananmumukstnva
parambrahma gamayatiti
brahmagamayitrtvena
yogatbrahmavidyopanisat.

Shruti Pramana(means of knowledge) for
Shankara's previous statement about “sad”

dhatu meaning destroyer(visharana)

tatha ca vaksati(lt will be told-future tense)
In kathopanishad 1:3:15 it will be told that
knowledge is the destroyer of ignorance.

nicayya tam -By knowing paramatman
myrtyu(death)-mukhat(frees)-
pramucyate(releases) iti -They are released
from yamadharmaraja/death. Yama also
means Time, Time is constantly getting all of us
eventually. Therefore it is clear by Lord
Death's mouth that knowledge destroyes
samsara. By this knowledge you will escape
from me. He is both the teacher of brahma
vidya and the releaser of death.

2" Meaning of sad: gati

pitrvokta(as mentioned before)
viseSanan(those with viveka)
mumuksiin(carries the same mumukshus
from last sentence)

04 is key it (means athava)-va refers to
or/otherwise means it refers to second
meaning (gati) or

parambrahma gamayatiti -carries to
brahma.
brahmagamayitrtvena-brahma vidya is the
subject, upanishad is the subjective
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tatha ca vaksyati
brahmaprapte virajo'bhti dvimrtyuh
iti.

complement. Meaning they are the same.
yogat-in keeping with this meaning.
avayavartha

brahmavidya upanisat.-brahma vidya is
called upanishad

This is a positive definition. Takes you to
ananda. Moksha has both positive and
negative defintions. What is the pramANa for
this 2™ meaning of sad?

In support of this second meaning,
Kahtopanishad itself contains the following as

pramana---—-
This comes somewhere during the
kathopanisahd from yama.

Tatha ca vaksyati ( you will see)
brahmapraptah virajo’bhii dvimrtyu iti.-The
upanishads itself says the one who gains
brahma gnana.

Brahmapraptah abhud means he gains
brahman.

PrapayataH(gain) conveys gati artha of sad
dhatu

virajah'bhii (one becomes free from all
impurities)

vimrtyu (free from death)

iti-
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lokadih -brahmajajfia yognih
tadviSayaya vidyaya dvitiyena
varrena prarthyamanayah
svargalokaphalagraptihetutvena
garmavasajanma
jaradyupadravavrndasya lokantare
paunahpunyena
pravrttasyavasadayitrtvena
Saithilyapadanena
dhatvarthayogadagni-vidyapy-
upanisad iti ucyate.

AvasAdanam 3™ meaning

So far we see-Upanishad means brahma vidya. Now
the point of this section is that Upanishad Can refer to
nirguna brahman or saguna brahmavidya. Brahma
vidya can also refer to both. Therefore Upanishad also
can convey both as well. In Kathopanishad we have
both. Nirguna Brahma vidya is taught as an answer to
the 3" boon that naciketas asks for. The second boon is
for saguna brahman. In the Naciketa fire ritual is also
taught saguna brahma upasana, virat upAsana. This
virAt meditation is to be performed on the fire used for
the nAciketa ritual. And that fire is used as a symbol
for virat. And therefore virat gets another name, agnih
Virat is invoked in the fire therein. That agnividya is
talked about in kathopanishad.

Agnividya=virat vidya=saguna brahman vidya-
brahma vidya, and threfore it is called upanishad.

In kathopanishad Virat is given two other special

names, lokadill and brahma jnajnal.

Virat is (lokadih-first born even before the lokas)
lokanamkaranam.

Lokﬁdih -the one who is the karanam/creator of the
14 lokas)

bmhmajajﬁa =(born of hiranyagarbha)-virat is his
putrah(son), sarvajna virat is the name of
hiranyagarbha putraHH—jnaH means the omniscient

one sarvajnaH-therefore it means sarvajna This is also
called virat vidya. So it can be said katho is unveling

saguna brahman also.

So there are 3 names for virat in this context and they
all represent saguna brahman:

lokadih
brahma jnajnah
agnih




Therefore, When you take upanishad as virat vidya or

saguna brahma vidva, the 3™ meaning is also
applicable. AvasAdanam-weakening.

When you take saguna brahma vidya, it can not
destroy samsara. It can not give you moksha. It can
only weaken the effect of samsara by taking the person
to brahma loka.

When a person practices virat upasana, it takes you to
brahma loka. In Brahma loka a person is not free from
samsara, but it is very much less in that loka. Don't
think of Krama mukti and get confused. As long as he
continues in brahma loka as an ajnani who is in b.loka
for a very long time, the effects of samsara will be
weakened. However, he will be reborn later since
ignorance is not removed

Therefore saguna brahma vidya is also called brahma
vidya.

yognih tat-visayaya vidyaya -the
knowledge of that virat is called virat vidya or saguna
brahma vidya. Tad(tat) means virat) This portion will
only be understood completely when reading the
whole upanishad. The first two meanings are based
on nirguna the third meaning is based on saguna
brahman or saguna brahman upasana... saguna only
weakens samsara by taking you to b. loka

Dvitiyena varrena prarthyamanayah
svargalokaphalagraptihetutvena-about the

second boon which gives svarga loka)virat vidya is the
cause(hetu) or means of reaching svargaloka.

garmavasa(repeated birth)

janma(birth)

jarady (old age)-upadrava(problems)-
vrndasya(multitudes of problems)
lokantare -in other lokas other than b.lokas
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tatha ca vakSyati svargaloka
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nanu ca upanisacchabdenadhyetaro
granthamapyabhilapanti.

paunah-punyena (repeated suffering-
pravrttasyavasada(weakens)

yitrtvena Saithilyapadanena (weakning)
dhatvarthayogadagnividya (stands for virat
upasana)

api- upanisad iti ucyate. -This also can be
called upanishad

pramana for 3rd meaning
tatha ca-in support of

vaksyati -upanishad will declare
svargaloka(those who go to b.1.)
amyrtatvari(relative immortality)
bhajante(will obtain) ityadi.

Upanishad definition is now over-this is the

most elaborate explanation available in the
tradition...

nanu (certainly)

ca upanisacchabdenadhye-taraH(what
about those that chant only without learning
meaning)

grantham(book-words of text)
apyabhilapanti.(this is a question)

Book or knowledge?
Now he wants to give the 4™ meaning of upanishad.
Previously was brahma vidya or saguna brahma vidya.




Vritti jnAnam (knowledge in the mind) is the name of
upanishad. Knowledge inside the mind is generate by
the words of upanishad.

So the words are also known as
upanishad(knowledge). The words correctly should
refer to the knowledge in the mind-----but also the
pramana of the words on the page is also upanishad.

Prama and pramana
1) Prama(knowledge) is the upanishad in the mind
or vritti-jnanam
2) Pramana(means of getting the knowledge) is the
upanishad in the form of the mantras in the text.

Knowledge and the text containing words is also
upanishad. So they both mean knowledge. But then
doesn't it also mean book.....it depends?

There are primary and secondary meanings.....Which is
the primary meaning and which is the secondary
meaning?

Whatever destroys samsara must be the primary
meaning. Is it the book (pramana) or the knowledge
(prama) vritti? Because the knowledge is the remover
of samsara the primary meaning is knowledge and that
upanishad is a book is the secondary meaning.

Brahma vidya means jnanam vritti jnanam-this vritti is
inside the mind called

Antaravritti jnanarupavidya(inner knowledge in the
form of a thought)- is the meaning of the word
upanishad. This knowledge is generate by what?

By studying upanishads or vedanta. The words are the
shabda pramANa that produce the knowledge
(pramAnartham-knowledge inside the mind).

The words are outside. Since the shabda pramana
generates knowledge indirectly, the words themselves
are also known as upanishad, even though correctly it
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evam
naiSadoso'vidyadisarhsarahetuvisaran
adeh sadidhatvarthasya
granthamatre'sammavadvidyayar ca
sammavat.

should refer to knowledge in the mind, but by
extension it also refers to the words/text that generates
the knowledge. Prama(inside) and pramana
shabda(outside) is also upanishad meaning knowledge
in the primary sense.

The student has a doubt about those who only recite
the mantras without really understanding them. What
about those that just chant the mantras without
understanding Both are correct depending on context.
One is vacartha, one is lakshartha.

In various functions we talk about Upanishad
parAyanam(reading/chanting)-that doesn't refer to
vritti, but refers to upanishad vakyani.

So to bring it together the words themselves in the
form of the text is also called knowledge.

upanisadamadhimahe’dhyapaya iti ca. (here he is
only learning to chant), Is it antarajnanam or vakya
shabdaH(repetition) One is vacartha one is lakshartha.
This part is a litle vague, but seems to be a continuation

of the last sentence.

evati(connect to previous sentence)

naisa dosaH there is nothing wrong in using the
wrong with using the term upanishad to refer to
upanishad the internal knowledge as well as the
external textbook. But what I talked about till now is
the primary meaning of the word upanishad and that is

the knowledge.
Avidy adi (etc.-samsarahetu-(cause of samsara)
visaranddel the destruction of ignorance
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granthasyapi sadarthena

tacchabdatvopapatteh ayurvai
ghrtam ityadivat.

sadidhatvarthasya(the meaning of the root
sad)-sadi=sad means dhatu(root verb))

granthamatre sammavad (the textbook itself
can never be called the destroyer-vidyayarm ca
sammavat. Therefore primarily the word Upanishad
can't be applied to mean textbook or even the shabdha
pramana. Then this meaning of bramha vidya is only
applicable to the knowledge generated by the words.
What destroyers darkness is not the matches that start
a fire, but the fire...similarly the book/pramana is the
spark for the knowledge which is the destroyer. The
other meaning of upanishads being a book is not
wrong, it is the secondary meaning to say it is a book.

granthasyapi-for the text that is the pramana

sadarthenaj (jnana janarthathena hetu I think
means cause of the birth of knowledge)-since
those words are meant to generate the
knowledge, it indirectly helps in destroying
darkness

tacchabdaH (tat-shabdha)-upanishad

shabdha-the word upanishad can be applied
secondarily to mean words.

vopapatteh ayur(longeveity)vai
ghrtam(ghee) ityadivat.-1t is like saying
ghrtam is long life. A word can refer to itself or
refer to its cause. First refers to knowledge
then secondarily the cause of knowledge. This
is all under analysis of word upanishad.




dEAGIT HEI]

goagfaeTseal
ddd Ieq J HFATA|

tasmadvidyayam mukhyaya
vrtyopaniSacchabdo
vartate granthe tu bhaktyeti |

TgHU AN leaddded
fafeersieeIiY faararegs
faerrey fafvfye s@
faamar: w

el UcAIMcHIAH|
evamupanisannirvacanenaiva
visisto'dhikari vidyayamuktah.

Tasmad-therefore

vidyayan -knowlege

mukhyayd vrtya-in its primary sense
upanisad-shabdaH-vartate-the word
upanishad is employed.

granthe tu bhaktya(lakshana by secondary
sense the word conveys text)-iti.

The word upanishad primarily conveys
brahma vidya and secondarily conveys

the textbook ...bhaj as root means to break
away (I think he said that) check that
interesting....

Anubandha Catushtava of word

upanishad

By analyzing the meaning of the word
upanishad we will come to know that the
very word meets anubandha catushtaya.

First anubandha-Adhikari

evamupanisan-niroacam-(derivation)

eva visistaH(to indicate different
vedanta candiadate from veda purva)
some are for karma kanda and some are
for jnana kanda.....indicates adhikari bheda-
differences in qualifiactions for each life.
adhikari(the special student is indicated)
vidyayamuktah.(of knowledge brahman)
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viSayasca visisita ukto vidyayah
param brahma pratyagatmabhutam.
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prayojanarm casya upanisad atyantiki
samsaranivrttirbrahmapraptilaksana.

So here adhikari is part of this very definition
of the word upanishad. Earlier his
commentary said it would be sought after by
one with viaragya and desire for liberation.

2" anybandha Vishaya (subject matter)

visayasca visisita-a distinct subject
matter distinct from karma kanda.
uktaH- vidyayah(knowledge is
said**from dictionary-not lecture)
paravit brahma pratyagatmabhutam.(that
brahman which is your own inner self)
vishaya-The subject matter(Vishaya) is
brahma/ brahma aikyam(self-identification as
brahman). The 2™ meaning of upanishad gati
gives this subject matter as bring you to this
identification with brahman.

34 anubandha
---Prayojanari(fruit,phala)--

casya —for this

upanisad (brahma vidya)

atyantiki
samsaranivrttirbrahmapraptilaksana
(implies attainment of brahman).-total freedom
from samsara-visharanam

By seeing the first 2 meanings of sad you know
the prayojanam.
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1)Destroyer of ignorance
2)reaching brahman...

fourth anubanda Sambandha

sambandha (the connection between the
subject matter and its fruit. Or between the
sadhana knowledge and the fruit moksha. Self-
knowledge removes ignorance and gives
moksha.

Scaivambhutaprayojanenoktah

4t sambandha-knowledge is the means,
moksha is the end.

Sadhya(moksha)-sadhana(knowledge)
sambandha.

Atah (therefore)

yathokta (abovementioned)
adhikarivisayaprayojanasambandhaya
vidyayah -this brahma vidya has the
above mentioned anubandha catushtaya
karatalanyastamalakavat
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atah
yathoktadhikarivisayaprayojanasamb
andhaya vidyayah
karatalanyastamalakavat
prakasakatvena
visistadhikariviSayaprayojanasamban
dha eta vallyo bhavanti ityatastah
yathapritibhanam vyacak$Smahe.

prakasakatvena(the text we are going to study
reveals or generates brahma vidya like the

knowledge of fruit visible in the hand.

Visistadhikarivisayaprayojanasambandha
(also meet the qualifications)

etd vallyAH (the 6 vallis as in the text )
bhavanti ityatas-tah (vallyaH object of the
commentary)

yatha-pritibhanari (knowledge)

He also says that in addition to the knowledge
having anubandha catushtaya, so does the text
as a means of knowledge as well since the text
generates the knowledge. And they are
common. So shankara says since the
knowledge has anubandha catushtaya as well
as the text, it meets the requirements to have a
commentary.

vyacaksmahe.- Shankara here is saying-I shall
venture on writing a commentary with my

limited knowledge jnanam. Why does he use
vyAckshmahe as a plural, because it indicates

that it comes also from his parampara.




